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WOMEN’S GRANTS FOR A STRONGER FUTURE 

Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.12 am]: I rise to update the house on the 
opening of the annual Women’s Grants for a Stronger Future program. As the Minister for Women’s Interests, 
I am committed to supporting women and girls to reach their potential in all aspects of life. Women and girls in 
Western Australia deserve to live and work safely in a community where diversity is embraced and access to rights, 
resources and opportunities is not determined by gender. The grants program run by the Department of Communities 
supports initiatives that advance gender equality to build a better, fairer and more equitable WA. This year I am proud 
to announce that the government has significantly expanded and enhanced the Women’s Grants for a Stronger Future 
program so we can support even more initiatives that empower women. Funding for Women’s Grants for a Stronger 
Future has been increased from $85 000 to $335 000, which will allow for grants of up to $100 000 to support and 
address the unique issues faced by Western Australian women. Grants of up to $10 000 are available for one-off 
activities that contribute to the priority areas of Stronger together: WA’s plan for gender equality, which are: health 
and wellbeing, safety and justice, women’s economic independence and women in leadership. 

This year we have also created an allocation for applications that support the implementation of the recommendations 
of Respect@Work: National inquiry into sexual harassment in Australian workplaces. The Respect@Work report, 
as well as the recent spotlight on unacceptable behaviour in the fly-in fly-out mining industry, shows there is 
a great deal of work to be done to address issues of inequity in the workplace, so we are excited to support projects 
that take action in this area. Sexual violence is unacceptable anywhere, especially in the workplace, and over the 
past few years shocking incidents have laid bare how prevalent this issue is across our country. These projects will 
drive better outcomes for women and girls wherever they might experience barriers—at school, in the workplace, 
in retirement and in their homes and communities. The McGowan government is committed to improving gender 
equality for all women in our state. I encourage all interested organisations to consider submitting an application 
under the Women’s Grants for a Stronger Future program. 
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